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Forewvord EHF Presitdent

Road to Cologne to bring new challenges for 16 clubs

16 elite teams embark on a thrilling journey to Cologne as the Machineseeker EHF Champions
League 2025/26 group phase throws off on 10/11 September. The clubs will have to go
through multiple challenges over 14 high-octane rounds, with the final group standings being
confirmed on 11/12 March 2026.

Play-offs and quarter-finals will heat up European handball in the spring, but only four teams
will reach the TruckScout24 EHF FINAL4 2026 on 13/14 June 2026. Last season has shown
us that anything is possible — are you ready for more?

Defending champions SC Magdeburg celebrated their third title back in June, but this season
is guaranteed to bring new challenges to all participants. Record-winners Barca share group
B with the current titleholders, marking their first meeting after the dramatic 2025 semi-final,
which the Spanish side lost by one goal.

Excitement is set to reach new heights as experienced clubs Paris-Saint Germain, OTP Bank
— PICK Szeged, Orlen Wisla Plock, HC Zagreb, HC Eurofarm Pelister and GOG also join the
race for the play-off and quarter-final spots in group B.

An interesting mix of handball stars and historic clubs makes up group A at the start of the
competition, with the previous silver and bronze medalists — Flichse Berlin and HBC Nantes
— as headliners. The German powerhouse is set to face familiar foes, after One Veszprém HC,
Sporting Clube de Portugal and Dinamo Bucuresti were drawn to the same group, the same
as last year. The Portuguese side had an impressive run in 2024/25, finishing second in their
respective group and making it all the way to the quarter-finals, but losing against HBC
Nantes.

Aalborg Handbold, Industria Kielce and Kolstad Handball also clashed in the group phase last
season, and they all count on their star-studded line-ups to take one step further on the Road
to Cologne. In 2024/25, the Danish side failed to reach the final weekend, while Kielce
stopped in the play-offs and Kolstad settled for a disappointing seventh place in the group
phase.

Another thrilling season awaits to leave its mark in the history books. Enjoy the group phase
of the Machineseeker EHF Champions League 2025/26!

Michael Wiederer
EHF President
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Cami de Colonia, amb nous reptes per a 16 clubs

16 equips d’elit comencen un emocionant viatge cap a Colonia amb linici de la fase de grups
de la Machineseeker EHF Champions League 2025/26, que arrenca el 10/11 de setembre.
Els clubs hauran d’afrontar multiples reptes al llarg de 14 jornades d’alta intensitat, amb la
classificacio final de grups confirmada '11/12 de marg del 2026.

Els play-offs i els quarts de final escalfaran I’handbol europeu a la primavera, perd només
quatre equips arribaran al TruckScout24 EHF FINAL4 2026, que se celebrara el 13/14 de
juny del 2026. La temporada passada ens va demostrar que tot és possible — estas preparat
per a més?

El vigent campid, I'SC Magdeburg, va celebrar el seu tercer titol el juny passat, perd aquesta
temporada promet nous desafiaments per a tots els participants. El Barca, equip amb més
titols de la competicio, comparteix el grup B amb els actuals campions, en el que sera el
primer enfrontament entre tots dos equips des de la dramatica semifinal del 2025, en qué
els catalans van perdre per un sol gol.

L’emocio esta assegurada amb la presencia de clubs experimentats com el Paris-Saint
Germain, 'OTP Bank, el PICK Szeged, ['Orlen Wisla Plock, 'HC Zagreb, 'HC Eurofarm
Pelister i el GOG, que també lluitaran per una placa als play-offs i als quarts de final dins del
grup B.

El grup A presenta una combinacié interessant d’estrelles de ’handbol i clubs historics, amb
els medallistes de plata i bronze de la temporada passada -el Flichse Berlin i 'HBC Nantes -
com a caps de cartell. El potent equip alemany es retrobara amb rivals coneguts, ja que el
One Veszprém HC, l'Sporting Clube de Portugal i el Dinamo de Bucarest han estat
emparellats al mateix grup, igual que l'any anterior. El conjunt portugues va fer una gran
temporada el 2024/25, acabant segon del seu grup i arribant fins als quarts de final, on va
caure davant 'HBC Nantes.

L’Aalborg Handbold, 'Industria Kielce i el Kolstad Handball també es van enfrontar a la fase
de grups la temporada passada, i tots tres confien en les seves plantilles plenes d’estrelles
per fer un pas més en el cami cap a Colonia. EL 2024/25, els danesos no van arribar al cap de
setmana final, el Kielce va caure als play-offs i el Kolstad va acabar en una decebedora
setena posicio del grup.

Ens espera una altra temporada apassionant que deixara empremta en la historia. Gaudeix
de la fase de grups de la Machineseeker EHF Champions League 2025/26!

Michael Wiederer
EHF President
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From court
to comfort

For eight thrilling years, Gorenje has stood alongside Europe’s
top handball teams — and the fans who cheer them on.

Now, as Official Partner of both the men’s and women’s
competitions of the EHF Champions League, we bring that
same winning spirit home. From fast-paced matches to
everyday moments, our appliances are built for champions —
designed to simplify your daily victories.

ENJOY THE GAME WITH
GORENJE APPLIANCES
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SEASON 2025/26

BARCA

ANTONIO BAZAN
PIVOTS
10/01/1991

188 cm
86 Kg
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CARLSBOGARD
LEFT BACK
19/04/1995

195cm
96 Kg

DIKA MEM
RIGHT BACK
31/08/1997

194 cm
104 Kg

EMIL NIELSEN
GOALKEEPER
10/05/1997

185cm
125kg

BLAZ JANC
RIGHT WING
20/11/1996

185cm
85 Kg

TIMOTHEY N'GUESSAN
LEFT BACK
18/09/1992

195 cm
108 Kg

ALEIX GOMEZ
RIGHT WING
07/05/1997

183 cm
81 Kg

OSCAR GRAU
PIVOTS
16/01/1996

Ocm
OKg

MAKUC
CENTRE BACK
01/07/2000

188 cm
89 Kg

LUIS FRADE
LINE PLAYER

11/09/1998
193 cm
121K

PETAR CIKUSA JELICIC
CENTRE BACK
08/12/2005

185cm
75 Kg

DANI FERNANDEZ
LEFT BACK
28/03/2001

176 cm
77 Kg
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BARCA

LUDOVIC CARLOS ORTEGA
PIVOT COACH

01/07/1996 14/07/1971

197 cm

102 Kg
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PLAYER AGE POSITION HEIGHT
1 HERNANDEZ FERRER, SERGEY 30 Goalkegper 198 cm
12 MANDIC, MATEJ 23 Goalkeepeer 204 cm
80  PORTNER, NIKOLA 3l Goalkeeper 194cm
16 STIEGLITZ, OSKAR 18 Goalkeepeer 187cm
25 BARTHOLD, SEBASTIAN 34 Left Wing 185¢cm
54 BERGENDAHL, OSCAR 30 Ling Player 192¢cm
15 BIALAS, SEBASTIAN 20 Left Back 188cm
7 CLAAR, FELIX 28 Centre Back 192¢cm
13 DOBBEL, NIKLAS DAHL 20 Right Back 188cm
3 HAMMER, JORDAN 20 Right Wing 187cm
18 HEB, MATTIS 19 Ling Player 185¢cm
4 HENSEN, NOAH 18 Right Back 197cm
17 HORNKE, TIM 3b Right Wing 188cm
23 JENSEN, MAGNUS 29 Ling Player 195¢cm
19 JONSSON, ELVAR 28 Left Back 185¢cm
10 KRISTJANSSON, GILSI 26 Centre Back 191cm
21 LAGERGREN, ALBIN o) Right Back 186cm
5 LANGE, PABLO 19 Left Wing 187cm
14 MAGNUSSON, OMAR 28 Right Back 186cm
22 MERTENS, LUKAS 29 Left Wing 182cm
6 MUSCHE, MATTHIAS 33 Left Wing 187cm
24 O'SULLIVAN, CHRISTIAN Rl Centre Back 190cm
11 PETTERSSON, DANIEL 3 Right Wing 1r9cm
2 PHILEAS, DANIEL 19 Centre Back 187¢cm
20 WEBER, PHILIPP B Left Back 194¢cm
9 ZECHEL TM 28 Line Player 28¢m

8 ZEHNDER MANUEL 25 Centre Back 190¢m



NEX I ®
13/14 June
LANXESS arena, Cologne
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